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Thank you for your e-mail, sent on behalf of the Public Petitions Committee, inviting the 

Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service (SCTS) to attend at a round table evidence session 

in respect of the above petition. I have considered the invitation carefully and have 

concluded that there is nothing the SCTS could bring to the table that would be of 

assistance to the Committee on this matter.  

It might be helpful for the Committee if I set out the role the SCTS plays within the justice 

system.  

 The Judiciary and Courts (Scotland) Act 2008 created the SCTS as a judicially-led 

body responsible for the provision of administrative support to the Scottish courts 

and tribunals, the members of those tribunals and the judiciary. 

 The 2008 Act confirmed and strengthened the principles of judicial independence. 

The corporate arm of SCTS plays no part in judicial decision making.  

 The function of SCTS as set out in section 61 of the 2008 Act is to provide, or 

ensure the provision of, the property, services, officers and other staff required for 

the purposes of the Scottish Courts and the judiciary of those courts.  

 In practice SCTS court staff manage sheriff court programmes to support the 

Sheriffs Principal deliver efficient disposal of court business; provide the 

administrative support in the courts recording court procedure and administering 

court papers; and provide accommodation and IT resources. Court staff also playa 

role, on the day in court, directing parties to the relevant court rooms and ensuring 

that facilities are available in witness rooms and public areas so that attendance at 

court is made as comfortable as possible.  

 Judicial training is provided by the Judicial Institute under the overall supervise on 

of the Lord President. 

 Civil court rules which set out the relevant court procedure for family actions are 

drafted by the Scottish Civil Justice Council (SCJC). The SCJC is chaired by the 

Lord President and the SCTS is represented on the council as one the council 

members. 

 The SCTS has no involvement or specialised knowledge of child contact centres.  

Taking into account the responsibilities of the SCTS noted above I would suggest that 

there is nothing I can add to assist the committee in consideration of the above petition on 

child contact centres. However if there are particular questions that the Committee have or 

information it considers would be of assistance, I am happy to provide any further detail 

required.  

Yours sincerely  


